[Screening for markers of blood-borne diseases in donated units collected in France from 1993 to 1995].
A decrease of positive donation rates for antibodies to HIV, to HCV and for HBs Ag has been observed between 1993 and 1995 both in first-time and regular donations. In first-time donors, the most important decrease has been observed for HIV and in regular donors for HCV and HBs Ag. The interval between the negative and the positive donations was inferior to 1 year for 50% of regular donors and was superior to 2 years for 20 to 30%. About 30% of HIV positive donations were positive for other markers: 23% for anti-HBc and 10% for anti-HCV. About 40% of HCV positive donations had an elevated ALT level. Risk factors related to HIV heterosexual transmission appear to be the most difficult to identify during the donor selection and the least often associated with other markers. In recently HCV-infected donors, the main risk factors were IV drug addiction (25%) and nosocomial infection (30%). The major HTLV risk factor was directly or indirectly linked to the Caribbean area. Important differences between continental France and overseas territories were observed for HIV and HBs Ag rates.